January Meeting Notes

By Jacob Kisner

Jim brought the meeting to order at
6:50pm on January 9th. This was
our first meeting since October.

Jim thanked everybody for coming to
the Christmas party on the Sundiver.
We had a great turn out, tons of
food, and a wonderful time.

Jim asked who went diving. Leah
did a dry suit dive on New Years Day
at the beach.

John Krieger went diving in Daytona,
Florida. All he heard was the com-
plaining by the locals of the 70 de-
gree water. John also said that in
Florida they sink everything. He saw
a techie spear fishing a lion fish???

Jerry and Jacob dove Crescent Bay.
There was no surf or surge. The
water was a balmy 54 degrees.

Jim discussed about some upcoming
dives. The Avalon Harbor clean up
is in February and the club will be
stationed at the Green Pier. Jim also
mentioned that now (at the time of
the meeting) was the time to see the
squid at Redondo Beach.

Jim talked about putting together a
Grand Cayman trip during Pirates
week, around the beginning of No-
vember. Jim was going to look into
what is available for that time.

Jacob mentioned that Bill and
Sheree were going to Bonaire.
Jacaob said that they would like for
club members to join them and he
provide the information.

Jim mentioned that lobster report
cards will be needed for the start of
lobster season in 2008 for those that
go lobster hunting.

e Water Diverd\e

Jim presented slides from La Paz trip
in November. He said the weather
was perfect and those that went got
to play with the whale sharks.

Other than a little choppy conditions
with the whale sharks, the surface
was flat.

Raffle Winners

Beacon Linda Olds

Light Stick Sam Thompson
Luggage Tag Sam Thompson
Mouse Pad Adin Miller
Hanger John Ryan
Hanger Adin Miller

NAUI Plaque  John Ryan
Gizzards? Russ

Cleaning Kit Cris Lokuan
NAUI Plague  Mark LaRowe
Luggage Tag Dan Tambourine
Weight Bag Dan Tambourine

Surface Marker Jerry Dow
Congrats to all the winners!

Avalon Harbor Cleanup

The cleanup is on Saturday, Febru-
ary 23, 2008. On line registration is
now closed. If you wish to partici-
pate in this event, you must do so in
person between 730am to 854am.

We will be taking the Catalina Ex-
press from San Pedro and we will be
stationed at the Green Pier.

Birthdays in February

Jacob Kisner, Jan Lawrence,
Kathleen Mayhue

Upcoming Meeting February 13th

The next club meeting will be on
Wednesday, February 13, 2008.
Subjecté Wakatobi
Cayman? Anot her
amazing DVDs?

February

Upcoming Events

Feb 13t
BWD Meeting

Mr . Bo s, Los

Feb 23rd
Avalon Harbor Cleanup
Catalina Island

Mar 12t

BWD Meeting

Mr . Bo s, Los

Apr 9t

BWD Meeting

Mr . Bo s, Los
Bonaire

Bill and Sheree are going to Bonaire
and would like for you to join them.

They will be staying at the Sand Dollar
Resort (www.divesanddollar.com) from
April 12 to April 19, 2008.

Cost per person is $569 (excluding
air). This includes a two bedroom
apartment, all taxes, and rental of
pickup with insurance.

For more information, such as airfare
and schedule, please contact Bill and

Sheree at vexy@aol.com.

Be sure to pick up your FREE
copy of California Diving News
| at theanyegteng .droplanents

o PECalifernig Pivigg;News.
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http://www.divesanddollar.com
mailto:vexy@aol.com

Grand Cayman, January 2008
By Dianne Knitter, Mike Knitter, and Ric Ruhiman

Diane & Mike: We (Ric, Mike and 1) arrived Grand Cay- F ’1
man Saturday evening January 5" after a long day in air- ‘ é
planes, it was great to land and be met by the warm

weather especially since we left cold winter conditions at

home. We met up with the rest of our group (20ish folks

from Colorado, Utah and Chicago) that had arrived ahead

of us earlier in day and as planned we met up with some of
them in the fAiMy Baro at Sunse
staying.

Sunday was our first day of diving and | am not exaggerat-
ing when | s aylisappeintededr ei nv etrhye
dive at Paradise Reef and the conditions underwater. We
figured this was probably our check out dive, so not to

worry. Wrong! Last time we had been to Cayman was
about 10 years ago and reefs were in much better condi-
tion. The second dive was also disappointing and the next
day wasndt much better. We Fcygueosicu wiainnye vunyvuno
as | remember this being a great dive on past trips. But
unfortunately most of the orange is gone as well as the big .
gorgonians, giant sponges and sea fans. We went to about Some of the better sites we dove were Royal Palms,

100 feet and didnodot see much &eeSePygerReef Lone %éagRer%_pMegq:(h%F%werea
turtle and a puffer. When we asked the dive masters about all decen Q|ves-not like'the"old days but not bad either).

it, no one on the boat seemed to understand why we were On mpst dives we saw small school of Gru_nts, Turtles, An-

so disappointed. Mike was disappointed that the third day gel Fish, Barracudas, Groupers, Drums, W'th Rays,_ Floun-

he woul dnot even dive and t oo#Ssngl ‘]W FighpGohbies,apd B&epnﬁggd]owndnitm;e rs

who felt the same way for a car trip around the island. Ac- sand a[)eas. | ere werehvery ew Mor?y Sd Piggorgonl-
cording to Mike, Rum Point has really grown and the turtle ans or barrel sponges- these are howTew and far etween.
farm has been moved and was not re-opened. There was one huge Moray on what is left of the wreck of

Oro Verde. The hurricanes have pretty much flatten the
We were very interested in finding out why the reefs looked ship to rubble. We did dive Eden Rock/Devils Grotto and

the way they did so we headeda&Wayst W?Sog:(e@ with Bllghe gﬂmtl?r%'h%ﬂsbetter H .
photo shop and were able to visit with her and ask some yet ~wa S en t_o anyons on the
questions about it. She agreed we were not imagining it Shades of Devils Grotto with lots of sea life, this was one of

and according to her it is not the construction, the cruise our favori;ebdlivehs atl)onga/yith Arfmrc]hair leef' | tdhigkhthey
ships (some days 5-6 ships were in port), or over-diving by were probably the best dives of the week (we did these on
us divers, like we thought. Most of the damage is from the last day-I guess they saved the best for last). They

sand being blown in on the wind currents from the Sahara were both fantastic dives with lots of swim thrus and sea
Desert, the bacteria from the sand is affecting the reefs. | life. It is definitely not the diving of the old days in Cayman,

would never have guessed that. | guess Disney was right, but stiI_I lots to see. | want to think the_lt the other side is still
it is a small world after all. Apparently the organisms on the good like the old days! May_b_e next time we would stay on
red sand are killing off vital plants and animals that live on the other side and see how itis.

the reef and then the algae grows uncontrolled, thus upset-
ting the delicate balance of the reef. She said it is not just So me o f. our group a ! S0 ma de the
Cayman but this is also what is happening in the Solomon to Sting Ray City to feed the Sting Rays. Mike, Ric and |

| sl ands. I't is sad, but for \geﬁ]tétlgng antfwlégg\He_dq?vetgﬁ nr{narygmuegl?eflqrs. t he

It was a rock and roll experience as the currents were up
problem. . .

and vis was down, but still a lot of fun to do. If you have
never done this | recommend it. We got some good shots

But it was not all doom and gloom, as there are still some .
of the rays and everyone feeding them.

good areas to dive as we found out later in the week. Once
the dive crew realized how disappointed we were with their
selections (they really were not making much of an effort
for us, all sites were local and close to Sunset House) they
did get us to some better sites. | guess the answer is that
when going to Cayman you have to be a little more selec-
tive on the dive sites and you will need to go for dive sites
that are away from the Sunset House and town side of the
island.

We finished up the week by having a surprise birthday

party for the ring leader (Cindy from Travel Connections) as

it was her 57" birthday the following week. We ate lots of

food, drank lots of beer and such and had a really great last

night with the birthday princess (see pictures). We had lots

of fun giving her the A0l d Lady



Ric. Of course Sunset House has
statue undersea to visit. So | had to go see my little lady a
couple of times during the week. All week long we could

see the Neptune Submarine boat being boarded by the
ACruiseso (in fact one night
house reef with itds bright
a scene from fThe "Adate with oy
woman, you could hear a very high-pitched whine off in the
distance. After we were finished taking our pictures and
video (an doing alll our good
statue parts, we headed out towards the wreck. But soon...
there was a mammoth shadow i
signature whine.. the sub was right upon us!! It was on a
mission too! And in now way moving out of OUR way. So

we swam by ités windows and
sengers staring back out at
were part of the packaged de
sidual check from Neptune of Cayman for our participation!

Another amazing part of Georgetown is how fast it shuts

down as soon as the last fAcr
ship. We were out one afte
AMargaritavilledo drinking ou

came buy and asked if we wanted anything from the
kitchen cause it was closing down in 15 minutes. A close
look at my watch showed 4 p.m. and | just looked up in
amazement. We had dinner waiting at MY BAR for us any-
way. Finished up our drinks and walked back to the resort.
But, now | officially have bragging rights that | CLOSED
DOWN Margaritaville!!!
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