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 January  13 th 2010 

 BWD Meeting  
 Guest Speaker:  Bill and Sheree  

 

 February  10 th 2010 

 BWD Meeting  
 Guest Speaker:  ???  

 

 February  20 th 2010 

 Harbor Cleanup  
 Avalon, Catalina  

 

 March  10 th 2010 

 BWD Meeting  
 Guest Speaker: ???  

 

 April  14 th 2010 

 BWD Meeting  
 Guest Speaker: ???  

 

 May  5 th 2010 

 Chamber Day / Night  
 Long Beach Aquarium  

November Meeting Notes  

By Jacob Kisner 

 

Jim started the meeting by stating 
there will be no meeting for Decem-
ber. 
 
Jerry mentioned about doing another 
Casino Point Trip. 
 
Leah went to DEMAé nothing new 
and exciting. No deals on travel. 
 
John Krieger did a dive trip at Cata-
lina. 
 
Ray from the Sundiver presented a 
video on the various wrecks in the 
area. He estimates there are about 
2200 to 2300 wrecks. 
 
Raffle Winners!  
Christmas Cards Kim 
Christmas Cards Lance 
Coffee Cup  Terry (Bari) 
Coffee Cup  Jacob 
Christmas Cards Leah 
Christmas Cards John W. 
Dive Stocking  John K. 
Hanger   John K. 
Picture Frame  Lance 
 

Birthdays in Dec and Jan.  

Cris Lokuan, Janice Kisner, Bill May-

hue, John Mulder, Claudia Blakee, 

Jerry Dow 

 

Next Meeting January 13th, 2009  

Bill and Sheree will present their Co-

zumel video.  

 

Bluewater Divers on Facebook!  

Bluewater Divers has moved into the 

21st centuryé you can now follow 

events, discussions, and view photos 

on Facebook. If you are on Face-

book, search for ñBluewater Diversò 

and join our group. 

 

Avalon Harbor Cleanup  

The 29th annual Avalon Harbor Un-
derwater Cleanup is set for Saturday, 
February 20th. The cost is $35 per 
person which does not include the 
cost of the ferry to Avalon. 
 
To register and for more information, 
go to www.ccd.org. Bluewater divers 
will not be at the event though. 
 

Diving News  
By John Walker 
 

We discovered a new wreck dive in 
San Clemente Island.  A Fletcher 
class Navy Destroyer with big guns.  
Its nearly fully intact with lots of 
fishes.  Unfortunately its deep.  
Video is available. 
 
Also did some cool cave diving in 
November.  Shot the first video in 
some new sections of cave including 
the current longest underwater cave 
in the world, Ox Be Ha.  Video is also 
available for that. 
 

Chamber Day / Night  

By Jacob Kisner 

 

Chamber Day and Chamber Night 
will be on Wednesday, May 5th. 
Bluewater Divers has one table for 
10 members that wish to attended 
the evening function at the aquarium. 
 
Chamber Day/Night is a fundraiser 
for the chamber in Catalina and 
makes up almost 50% of the funds 
needed to operate the chamber. The 
last two years, the event has raised 
over $100,000. 
 
The cost this year will be around $90 
per person. Registration is not open 
yet, but I will provide more informa-
tion as the date approaches. 
 

Need Gear or Equipment Service?  

Members get 15% off at New England 
Divers in Long Beach. So if you need 
service or more gear, please stop by! 

Please see the back of the newsletter 
for address and phone number. 

For more information, visit their web-
site at: http://www.nedscuba.com 

Holiday Party!  

The holiday party was on the Sundiver 

Express last month. About 25 mem-

bers and their family/friends attended. 

Great food and very interesting gifts for 

the exchange. But most of all, it was a 

great hearing all the dive stories of the 

year. 

http://www.ccd.org
http://www.nedscuba.com/


Fiji Trip November, 2009  
By Dianne Knitter 
 
Well our trip to Fiji was another GREAT dive adventure 
with Cindy and Travel Connection & Scubaventures out 
of Colorado!  We were a group of about 22 divers de-
scending upon the Fiji eager to dive and explore.  Of 
coarse getting to the destination always seems to be 
an adventure in itself and it was. 
 
The first leg of the trip, LAX to Nadi was smooth and 
uneventful.  I slept most of the 10-hour flight but was 
definitely jealous of those who opted to go 1st class, 
which I recommend if you fly Pacific Air.  I got 1st class 
going home and it was nice!!! 
 
The real FUN started when we switched to the smaller 
fleet of planes with Pacific Air in Nadi!!!  We were split 
into 2 groups since there were too many in our group 
and we had way too much baggage for one of these 
small planes to handle.  We all boarded our different 
airplanes and off we went to the Savusavu airport on 
the more northern island of Vanua Leva where our 
ship, the Tui Tai, was moored.  We never made it to our 
destination island, half our group (me included) ended 
up on Denaru Island and the others and their plane had 
to return to the Nadi Airport. 
 
For us it was a very bumpy ride and we landed with a 
thump and letôs just say landing on this alternate island 
was an ñEò ticket ride.  A couple people in our group 
were considering staying there instead of getting back 
in the plane and moving on and I canôt say I blame 
them.  But while we were waiting we lucked out and it 
stopped raining long enough for us to get to a little res-
taurant walking distance from the airport (airport was a 
small 12ôx12ò building with a carport). You just got to 
love ñTropical Island Airportsò. 
 
At the restaurant and shop we were able to have a very 
nice relaxing lunch (and a few drinks) while sitting look-
ing out at the water while the airlines tried to figure our 
how to get us where we needed to be on Vanua Leva.  
Once Pacific Air figured out how to get both our groups 
to Vanua Leva we were off again, however, neither of 
the groups knew where the others were so we were all 
glad to see Rico waving at us from behind the fence as 
we landed.  But of coarse only half of our luggage 
made it with us (weight was probably the reason).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were able to locate some of our bags and were 
then all packed into a bus and shuttled a couple hours 
across the island to Natewa Bay and our ship and 
home for the next week. 
 
Of coarse there were a few stops for alcohol and food 
along the way so everyone was happy and not too up-
set about all the delays!!   We arrived at the boat late in 
the day and so we didnôt get to dive our first day.  We 
didnôt have much hope of ever seeing my bag again 
and if this had been anywhere else I am not sure our 
bags would have shown up at all!!!  But there they were 
when we arrived on the other side of the island just as 
promised. 
 
The islands of Fiji are diverse lush tropical paradise 
comprised of 333 islands surrounded by reefs with an 
amazing spectrum of underwater terrain and sea life.  
Fiji is well known for being the soft coral capital of the 
world!  There was plenty of color to see, enjoy, and 
photograph.  There were vibrant colored soft corals 
everywhere we went that varied in size from tiny to gi-
ant size.  Our first half of the trip took us to the northern 
islands, some only accessible by boat. The trip in-
cluded visiting and diving at Vanua Levu, Rabi, Kioa, 
Ringgold Atols, Qamea, and Travenui.  There is a great 
diversity of fish and invertebrates that live among their 
branches and reefs.  Everywhere we went there was 
such diverse sea life including sharks, rays, eels, and 
1000 species of fish and a rainbow of soft corals, nudi-
brachs, sea stars, and different shrimps.  It was not as 
spectacular as the Wakatobi region, but it was very 
nice and better than I remember from the previous trip.  
Everywhere we went in Fiji the people were wonderful 
and very friendly with lots of ñBULAsò for us tourists. 
 
To say the Tui Tai was a pretty nice, does not do it jus-
tice, however it is not a dedicated dive operation and 
they did struggle. I think they were overwhelmed by 
20+ divers and are more used to having a split of peo-
ple doing different activities, but we were there to dive, 
dive, and dive!  Being an adventure cruise there were 
other activities other than diving, such as snorkeling, 
kayaking, hiking to waterfalls, visiting the different is-
land villages, and mountain biking.  The accommoda-
tions were small, but nice. I shared with Su, a gal from 
Louisiana since Mike opted not to go on this trip.  The 
food was better than average.  Some of the vegetari-
ans did struggle getting full meals, they seemed to 
think they didnôt need as much food as the rest of the 
divers. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For all diving activities the Tui Tai was our base and we 
set out each day from there to some pretty spectacular 
dive sites in two Zodiac pontoon type boats, which to 
say the least are not easy to get back into after diving 
and considering how cold it was out there, it was not 
easy to warm up between dives.  We apparently hit a 
cold spell and the weather was very cool for early No-
vember, water temp was about 75oF at the surface.  
Most of us struggled to do more than 2 dives a day, it 
was shades of California diving.  To the south on Beqa 
Island it was little warmer and some of us were able to 
get a second suit to wear which made it a little better. 
 
Tui Tai ï Week one: 
Monday:  Natewa Bay, Vanua Levu  
We traveled along the coastline of Natewa Bay (the 
2nd largest bay in the Southern Hemisphere).  Natewa 
Bay is a quiet location with no signs of development or 
visitors from the modern world.  The coastline varies 
from white sandy beaches to black volcanic cliffs, and a 
few stretches of mangroves.  Tui Tai set sail to go 
around and pick up our luggage and some of us were 
disappointed we didnôt get to go diving this day. 
 
Tuesday, Rabi Island 
Rabi Island a hidden island in northern Fiji and is in-
habited by Micronesian people relocated from the 
equatorial islands of Kiribati after World War II.  Some 
of the group went ashore and meet some of these un-
usual people and experienced a little of their culture. 
The Micronesians are famous for elaborate and power-
ful dances and they put on a great show for us.   The 
dives here at Rabi were named Yellowstone and Pur-
ple Haze and appropriately named.  Also some of the 
group opted to hike and mountain bike on some islands 
in the afternoons.  
 
Wednesday: Kioa Island  
The island of Kioa is the only island in Fiji whose peo-
ple are Polynesian. Originally from the island nation of 
Tuvalu, the Kioans are masters of handicrafts and fish-
ing. 
 
The scuba diving sites here are considered the best in 
all of Fiji. Dive sites were in the "Rainbow Reef" region, 
within the Somosomo Straits.  The dive sites were 
Great White Wall at Rainbow Passage Black Magic.  
We saw lots of bright colored soft corals, fish and a 
large octopus that was not the least bit intimidate by us.  
He hung out to get his picture taken by all, including 
Ric who finally noticed I was doing calisthenics trying to    

get his attention to point out the octopus.  You will see 
the octopus in Ricôs video.  Some us also did a night 
dive at Black Magic, which I would never do again and I 
love night diving!  Letôs just say it was a mess and an 
experience from the start.  We were lucky to make it 
back.  It rained buckets and the water was like a buck-
ing bronco in the dark, not my idea of fun.   
 
Thursday, Cobia Island, Ringgolds  
At this point we were far away from any main islands, 
anchored alongside seven tiny atolls. Known as the 
Ringgold Isles.  Each atoll is surrounded by a barrier 
reef that drops into the deep blue sea. Within the reef is 
a magnificent lagoon, teeming with sea life. 
 
Cobia is a sunken volcanic crater where the inside of 
which has filled with sea water, forming a beautiful la-
goon.  The island is home to a handful of wild goats 
and a dense population of fruit bats. Since the islands 
are small and positioned in the middle of the deep sea, 
the visibility often exceeds 120 feet (36 meters). The 
two dive sites here were Kokoda Point and Wall Street. 
 
Friday: Taveuni Island, Bouma National Heritage Park  
Taveuni island is considered the Garden Island of Fiji. It 
has lush rainforests and gushing waterfalls at the 
Bouma National Heritage Park.  This park is Fijiôs best 
conservation and Ecotourism success story.  The gov-
ernment is making a strong effort to protect the island 
above and below and it shows.  In the afternoon, we 
had a short sail to the island of Qamea where some 
visited the tiny and remote Togo Village for a tour and 
Melanesian cultural performance.  There were 2 dive 
sites here, Purple Wall and Seven Bommies.  There 
was lots to see and take pictures of here, only the 
video can do it any justice.  
 
Saturday: Taveuni Island, Lavena Village  
From Bouma we went to the Lavena Coast which is a 
stretch of rugged coastline stretching along the eastern 
side of Taveuni and it contains over 100 waterfalls!    
Here we dove at Stillwater and Black Rock. 
 
Sunday, Albert Cove, Rabi Island  
We returned to the island of Rabi, but this time to a dif-
ferent side. Albert Cove is a beautifully protected har-
bor featuring one of the best white sand beaches in all 
of Fiji.  
Diving here was at Albertôs Wall, Fat Albert, and Hard 
Coral Café.  
 
 



Monday, Savusavu  
Well today it was time to say goodbye and jump back 
on those little planes and head for the resort at Beqa 
Island in the southern portion of Fiji 
 
BEQA ï Week Two 
The second week of our journey was spent at the Beqa 
Lagoon Resort.  Some of you may remember this place 
from 8-years back when a group of us went with Jim 
thru Scuba Toys.  Well, I am glad to say the island, re-
sort and food are just a good as they were back then, 
even though the resort has changed hands. 
 
Here at Beqa we meet up with the remainder of our 
group out of Colorado and Chicago. This group had 
opted not to do the live-a-board portion.  I think they 
really missed out! 
 
Some of the memorable events on Beqa, besides the 
diving, were singing and dancing by the local villagers, 
the Kava ceremony where our very own Rico became 
RATU (which means the chief of our group)!!!  Poor guy 
had to drink that dirty dish water Kava stuff, but he 
made us proud and didnôt even flinch.  Kava is used for 
medicinal, religious, political, cultural and social pur-
poses throughout the Pacific. These island cultures 
have a great respect for the plant and place a high im-
portance on Kava and ceremony that goes along with 
it.  During the Kava ceremony the Kava roots are pre-
pared by grinding the roots by hand against a cone-
shaped block of dead coral. The ground root/bark is 
combined with water.  This gray to tan opaque liquid is 
suppose to make you relaxed and high, but I think all 
you get is a numb tongue and lips.  The Fijians some-
times make it into a drink called "grog" which is tradi-
tionally drunk from the shorn half-shell of a coconut, 
called a "bilo".  Despite tasting very much like dirty wa-
ter, it is very popular in Fiji and the islanders love to get 
the tourists involved in their Kava ceremonies as they 
feel it brings people together for storytelling and social-
izing.  
 
Now back to diving:  From our land resort base we 
were able to do at least 2 dives a day and I have sum-
marized the dives below. 
 
Tuesday, Shark Reef and Ridge Reef, Beqa: 
These were great dives where we saw several white 
Scorpion Leaf Fish and interesting little colored pipe 
fish (like a long seahorse) on too of several huge coral 
mounds.   There were lots of schooling fish, but no 
sharks on this dive even though we promised some.   
 
Wednesday, Fantasy Island and Side Street, Beqa:  
Really beautiful dives with lots of coral mounds again, 
but the tops of these mounds were covered in huge 
vibrant red sea anemones filled with large Tomato 
Clown Fish families everywhere.  It was incredible to 
see such prolific sea life; the reefs looked a lot healthier 
than last time I was here.  Some us saw our first Span-
ish Dancer.  It was amazing to see one! 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, Golden Arches and 3 Sisters, Beqa: 
We saw a very large white tip reef shark, lots of differ-
ent varieties of Lion Fish and Eels.  There were school-
ing Jacks and Tuna here and there.  I got to see my 
first Ghost Pipe Fish on this dive, there were 2. One 
was larger and the other was a much smaller one, they 
were just hanging out in the open in some red colored 
reeds. These animals looked purplish gray, but are 
really bright yellow with orange markings.  You need to 
shine a light on them to get their true color.  There was 
a group of photographers from Germany that had come 
here just to try to get some pictures of these Ghosts so 
we were able to share the information on their location 
and they found them in the same place the next day.  
This dive had some walls and where there were some 
bubble anemones with pop-corn shrimps in them, again 
a first for me! They are very strange looking as you will 
see in Ricôs video.  Thank God for Ric since I had not 
camera!!  I flooded it the very first dive of our trip.  A 
bad O-ring it seems.  So for me the diving seems much 
more relaxing than usual, no hassle with cameras, 
loading film, changing batteries, etc. 
 
Friday, Bistro Reed, Beqa: 
These dives were shark feeding dives, that after I was 
there I wish I had missed.  Too many divers and to 
much craziness.  They had you get into the water with 
divers from other boats (there must have been 50 di-
vers or it sure seemed that way). We then all swam 
over to a staged location on the side of the reef where 
there was a rope line you got behind and stayed and 
waited for the guy with the bait and of coarse the 
sharks.  Once the food showed up the sharks started to 
come in and there were a lot of them as weel as lots of 
fish.  It looked like a rugby match.  There were several 
types of sharks:  Gray reef sharks, black and white tips, 
and even a couple good size Bull sharks along with 
many giant Travalles, huge Ramoras, Tuna, and other 
fish.  They turned up the water and muck so much you 
could hardly see them feeding.  At one point the feeder 
came out to the divers and pulled out some of the cam-
era people so they could get closer to the mayhem to 
take pictures.  On the way back to boat we saw some 
big Moray eels and again lost of clown fish in anem-
ones. 
 
Saturday, Carpet Cove and Sea Fan Corals, Beqa: 
This was a wreck dive for those of us that wanted to do 
a deeper dive.  The wreck was a big cargo ship that 
was still intact and in good shape and covered with 
growth.  We headed up from the wreck along a nice 
wall. And again another first for me, we saw a very nice  



blue ribbon eel who was very cooperative with the cam-
eras.  These guys are pretty amazing to watch.    
 
On all the dives we saw beautifully colored Nudi-
branchs which I didnôt mention above.  They were ever 
color, size and shape you could imagine.  Also every-
where we went in Fiji there were every color of sea 
anemones and so many different types of clown fishes.  
I love these guys, they are photographers dream.  
There were Sabae Clowns, Tomato clowns, black & 
white Percula clowns, Orange Percula clowns (look like 
Nemo), Pink Skunk clowns, Cinnamon clowns, Maroon 
clowns, and a few more I didnôt know the names of.  I 
am sure Rico got lots of pictures so you will all get to 
see how beautiful the dives were in his video.   
 
Well since all good trips come to an end and we were 
herded back to Nadi on the main island where we 
spent the day at nice hotel where we could relax, eat, 
drink and prep for our long flight home.  And since we 
spent most of our time in remote locations where there 
was not a lot of shopping, some of us also managed to 
do some shopping in downtown Nadi before we left!!!  
All in all it was a great adventure and I look forward to 
doing another trip with Scubaventures to the paradise 
of Palau in Micronesia in  November of 2010. 
 
Holiday Party 2009  
 
Photos from Holiday Party aboard the Sundiver. 
 

 


