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April Meeting Minutes  

By Jacob Kisner 

Whoôs Been Diving...
 

 
Jerry and Jacob went surfing with 
their dive gear on April 29th in La-
guna Beach.  High surf and strong 
surge, but Jacob got dive number 50 
in. 

Upcoming Events 

 

May 9 th   

BWD Meeting  

 

May 19 th  

Catalina Island  

Great Escape  

 

June 2 nd  to June 3 rd 

Scuba Show  

Long Beach Conv Center  

 

June13 th   

BWD Meeting  

 

May 18 th   

Catalina Island  

Magician  

Ric brought the meeting to order on 
April 11, 2007. 
 
The meeting started by Ric asking who 
has been diving.  Leah mentioned that 
she went diving at Casino Point.  Visi-
bility was 30 feet with a water tempera-
ture of 59 degrees.  John Walker went 
diving in Avalon with Mark LaRowe and 
Jim Hoffmann.  Ric and Sheree went 
diving in Cozumel.  Jacob, Janice and 
Jerry went diving on the Lois Ann at 
Coronado Islands.  Someone went to 
Hawaii and also visited Pearl Harbor. 
 
Ric mentioned that Blue Water Divers 
has a table for Chamber Night. 
 
Ric also mentioned that if anybody has 
any articles for the newsletter to send 
them to Jacob. 
 
The highlight of the night was John 
Walker showing us a DVD of is cave 
diving in the Yucatan in Mexico.  The 
diving took place in October of 2006 at 
DôZonot. John also brought a couple of 
his buddies that went diving with him, 
Scott Brooks, Mike Reddy, and Kendall 
Raine. 
 
The DVD, which was also narrated by 
John Walker, explained the history of 
the cave in the Yucatan and some ba-
sics about cave diving. 
 
After the video, John answered ques-
tions in regards to cave / technical div-
ing that we all had. 

Be sure to pick up your FREE 
copy of California Diving News at 

the meeting. Compliments of 
California Diving News.  

Raffle Winners  
 
Diane Knitter NAUI Luggage Tag 
Cris Lokuan Mask Strap 
John Krieger NAUI Luggage Tag 
Bari Harris Hat 
Jacob Kisner Franko Map 
Jerry Dow Franko Map 
Diane Knitter Sheers 
  (Donated back by 
   John Krieger)  
Diane Knitter Fin Strap 
 
Congratulations you lucky Winners!! 
Thank you everyone for your 
contributions to the Raffle. 
 
Birthdays in May  
 
Tammy Baxter, Sheree Carscadden, 
William Carscadden, Margaret 
Costello, Chris, Kibbee, Jim Purzy-
cki, John Ryan,  
 
Chamber Night Update!

 

 
Blue Water Divers had a table for 
Chamber Night and Ric, Barris, Jerry 
and his wife Jodi, Jacob and Janice 
attended the event. 
 
The event raised over $95,000 for 
the hyperbaric chamber in Catalina. 
 
According to Ken Kurtis, Chamber 
Night was a sell out with over 400 
people attending. 
 
Upcoming Meeting May 9

th  

 
Ric is going to have a DVD of Co-
zumel put together. 

Need Diving Gear?
 

 
Remember, New England Divers in 
Long Beach does give our dive club 
a discount on gear.  So be sure to 
stop by!  Look for the business card 
on the last page of this newsletter! Get well Lance!  

 
Last week, Lance had heart bypass 
surgery.  Doctors told him that he will 
recover and be in good shape in 8 to 
12 weeks, just in time for next lobster 
season!  Letôs wish him a speedy 
recovery. 



Aprilôs boat trip for the club was on the Pacific Star with the 
destination being Santa Barbara Island.  This was going to be 
me and Janiceôs third attempt to reach Santa Barbara Island.  
We had no luck on another dive boat, so we thought letôs try 
another dive boat. 
 
Wellé the morning started off with me going to the gym and 
while I was on the stair master I watched the news.  During 
the news cast I heard the weather report.  High surf, strong 
winds out of the north northwest and small craft advisory all 
day.  Only one thing came to my mind, I would have better 
odds picking the Tampa Bay Devil Rays to win the World Se-
ries over going to Santa Barbara Island. 
 
So after work, Jerry pick me and Janice up from my house 
and we headed down to Redondo Beach.  We got there sort 
early and met up with the three Johns... John Martinez, John 
Baker, and John Krieger. 
 
Since we could not board yet, we decided to go to the pier to 
get dinner.  As we walked to the pier, you could see the white 
caps out in the ocean and the surf along the beach was pretty 
good.  Unless we find a helicopter, Santa Barbara Island is 
looking more and more iffy. 
 
As we got back to the boat, Captain Dave told us up front that 
Santa Barbara is going to be a long shot which we all pretty 
much knew.  Dave also told us to hang onto our money until 
we figure out what we were going to do.  The back up plan 
was Catalina. 
 
So, after a couple hours at a bar next to the boat, we headed 
back to the boat to get some sleep.  At about 3:30 in the 
morning, Dave started the engines and we were off.  The ride 
started off pretty rough but smoothed out a little as the morn-
ing progressed. 
 
At about 6:00, I got up to make use of the restroom.  As I 
walked up from the bunk room and into the gallery, I said, 
ñWOW!  Santa Barbara is just as big as Catalina!ò  So, we did 
not make it to Santa Barbara Island.  Understandable.  Cata-
lina it is. 
 
From the Blue Water Divers club, there was myself, Janice, 
Jerry, John Krieger and Rene.  There were a couple other 
divers from another club that joined us for the trip, the other 
two Johns. John Krieger and I were dive buddies for the day. 

 
 

Santa Barbara Island by the way of Catalina Island 

By Jacob Kisner 

Get Your Free Raffle Tickets!  

There are two ways you can get a free raffle ticket at the next 

meeting! 

 1)Wear your Official Blue Water Diver's  Polo Shirt  

    (get one ticket every month you wear it)  

2) Let us know it's your Birthday that Month.  

    (sorry...only one Birthday per year!)  

We hit the water a little after 7am, with the first site Eagle 
Reef (I believe.)  We dropped down to about 80 feet and 
started our dive.  There was a moderate surge and current.  
The visibility was not to bad.  I would but it at about 20 feet.  
It was a little on the cool side. My computer registered a 
balmy 54 degrees. We swam through quite a bit of kelp and 
towards the end we were in a middle of a small school of 
finish.  Do not ask me what where, because I had no clue.  I 
know they were not that orange ones I see all over the 
place!  And of course, I had a small sinus squeeze. 
 
The second dive spot was Blue Cavern inside the marine 
reserve.  John and I wanted to small through a opening 
inside the cavern, but we had to fight the surge.  After a 
couple attempts we said forget it and dove around the area.  
We did see some nice size lobsters.  Amazing how you see 
the big ones in marine reserves. 
 
The third dive was Yellowtail Point.  So, John asked me if I 
wanted to lead and I said sure.  Well, I have never lead a 
dive before and I think John quickly figured that one out  
We dropped down to around 60 feet and I found a old metal 
frame which I was going to use a reference point for the 
boat. We, good idea at least.  Towards the end of the dive 
and I signaled about going to the boat I showed him my 
compass heading.  Johnôs first though was ñOh, noéò  I 
guess due north was not the right direction.  Anyways, we 
did surface and had to do a slight swim back to the boat.  
But we did make it back without any  problems.  I now know 
the next diving skill I need to work on. 
 
Overall, I had a great time with all the divers and the crew 
on the Pacific star were excellent.  I felt bad for Janice be-
cause she was not feeling good and slept in the bunk for 
the entire trip. 

The 2007 Chamber Evening Group... 



Photoshop Elements Part 2 

By Jim Hoffmann 

I have been playing around with a new toy.  My old printer 
died, so I bought a new HP 3210x printer. One of the features 
is the ability to scan slides into your computer (like many of 
you, I have 100ôs of old slides sitting in trays and boxes). By 
scanning the slides into the computer I can get them into 
photo shop elements and clean them up. And then crank out 
an 8x10 or store them on a disc, or put them into a book. 
 
One of the things that I have been changing on my old slides 
is the color.  This can be done in many different ways with 
Photo Shop Elements. Hereôs how to do a few of them.  
 
You start by opening Adobe Photo Shop Elements, click on 
the picture you want to edit ( from your catalog), then click on 
the editor box and then click on Standard Editor. At the top of 
the screen (in the Standard Editor) you will see File, Edit, Im-
age, Enhance, Layer, Select, Filter View, Window, and Help 
click on Enhance. When you open the Enhance box you will 
see these choices Auto Smart Fix, Auto Levers, Auto Con-
trast, Auto color, in the top of the box. In the bottom you will 
see the manual version of the top four.  The quick and dirty 
way is to start off is to click on Auto Smart Fix (if you have a 
pretty good picture, this will brighten the colors and contrast, 
if the picture is a little dark it seems of blow out the colors). 
 
Remember if you donôt like what you see, go back to edit, 
and click of undo auto smart fix.  There is also auto levers 
and auto contrast.  Below the Auto fix are the manual controls 
(Adjust Smart Fix, Adjust Lighting and Adjust color). These 
controls are fun to play with (and remember, you can undo 
any of them). 
 
Here are a couple of pictures that have been Auto Smart 
fixed.  
 
 

Last months ñWhat If?ò 

The question wasé ñyou are diving and your air integrated 
computer goes haywire. 
 
Responses: John said call Apple warranty.  Brain said check 
gauge on hose.  Jeff said to stay close to your buddy.  Ric 
said you need to trust your gauges. 
 
Turns out, this happened to Ric on a drift dive and then his 
regulator cut out at 30 feet.  Aluminum oxide clogged the 
regulators and the hoses. 

Jeff Hamm went diving in Cozumel and Dos Ojos Cenote.  
Jeff said that a picture is worth a thousand words, so here is 
his2,000 word report: 

Easter Diving 



 Blue Water Divers  

Officers  

President ~ Ric Ruhlman   

ric.ruhlman@verizon.net   

Vice Pres  ~ Kitty Turnbull  

Kitt_1@msn.com  

Treasury ~ Dianne Knitter 

mknitter@earthlink.net   

Membership ~ Mark LaRowe   
Mwlarowe@raytheon.com  

Dive Officer  ~ Jeff Lawrence 

JeffL1@bluewaterdivers.org   

Historian  ~ Kitty Turnbull 

Kitt_1@msn.com 

Sergeant at Arms  ~ Bari Harris 

bharris@featherstone.com 

Editor ~ Jacob Kisner  

 jbdkisner@ca.rr.com   

Web Rookie  ~ Jacob Kisner  

 
Blue Water Divers  

Boat Dive  

   

Catalina Island  
Great Escape  

  Saturday, May 19 th, 2007 
 

  $120.00  Price includes food and air fills  
 

Boards: Saturday (5/19)   6:00 AM  
Departs: Saturday (5/19)  7:00 AM  
Returns: Saturday (5/19)  6:00 PM                

 

Contact: Capt. Tim at 866 -348-3262 
 

http://diveboat.com/  

Think about this and 

letõs talk about it at 

the next meeting.  

What If...  

you are on a dive and you 

see a little glimmer of light 

under a rock or piece of 

coral and you lift it to in-

vestigate and find a old 

gold coin.  

What would you do?  

NEW CLUB SHIRTS & HATS!!!  

 

 

 Order your polo shirt choose the color you 
want for $25.00 at the meeting or order from 

Dianne, Bari, or Kitty.  See their email addresses above.  

 

Hats are $12.00 and take it home today.  

 

Jacob Kisner 

BWD Editor  

14460 Plantana Drive 

La Mirada, CA 90638 

562-325-0054 

E-Mail: 

jbdkisner@ca.rr.com 

Web Site: 

www.bluewaterdivers.org   

Blue Water Divers Web 

Page has been updated.  

Check it out regularly!  

Continue your diving education!  

Steve Guest and Leah Shermis are still teaching 
scuba.  We are associated with a NAUI dive 
shop.  If you wish to take another scuba class, or 
a refresher, or have friends and family that want 
to learn to scuba, please think about letting us 
be your instructor. 
 
Steve (562) 434-1745  Leah (562) 866-8327 
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