March Meeting Minutes

By Jacob Kisner

Ric brought the meeting to order on
March 14, 2007.

The meeting started by Ric asking who
has been diving. John Walker said him
and some other Blue Water Diver
members dove Redondo Beach. He
also found a plane
Sorry the location is still top secret!

Jerry said him, along with Jacob and
Janice, dove the Catalina Harbor clean
up. He said it was fun. Someone
found a Rolex watch in the harbor.
Jerry also talked about his new hobby,
kayaking and is thinking about starting
to dive off a kayak.

Jerry also talked about doing a trip to
La Paz. He gathered some information
and presented it to the club. The infor-
mation is included in this newsletter.

Ric mentioned that Blue Water Divers
has a table for Chamber Night. The
tickets are $90 and there are four spots
left at the table.

Once again, Ric showed us one of his
exciting and well produced DVDs. This
time, it was from his dive at Curacao in
November 2006. He dove with Cris
Lokuan, Mike and Diane Knitter, and
some of his buddies from Colorado.

He said the water was 84 degrees at
depth and crystal clear. Ric also gotin
a 95 minute dive!

Mike Brandow from New England Di-
vers came by to talk to us. He said that
the shop has changed with new mer-
chandise, along with a new atmos-
phere. He said that dive clubs receive
discounts, so lets pay him a visit! (See
next page for details.) He as also do-
nated prizes for the raffle. Thanks
Mike!

Ric also discussed about a raffle
prize recycle program. Those that
donate to the raffle will get a raffle
ticket. But, if you win your prize
backé it is yours
tails to follow.

Also...Jim Hoffman went to Hooters!
Raffle Winners

Mark LaRowe NAUI Luggage Tag

Ric Ruhlman  Mask Strap

Bari Harris NAUI Luggage Tag
Bari Harris Franko Map

Adin Miller NAUI Luggage Tag
Cris Lokuan Dive Hanger

John Krieger  Dry Bag

Adin Miller Lobster Bag
Tammy Baxter Reg & Mask Bag
Lance BWD Mug
Daverport

Congratulations you lucky Winners!!
Thank you everyone for your
contributions to the Raffle.

Birthdays in April

Jeff Hamm, Steve Guest, Nancy Van
Wyck

Chamber Night

Blue Water Divers had a table for
Chamber Night on Wednesday May
2. The cost is $90 per person.

At the time of the printing of this
newsletter, there were only 4 spots
left!

For more information, go to:
http://www.chamberday.org

Upcoming Meeting April 11"

John Walker will talk about cave div-
ing in the Yucatan. He will also show
us a DVD.
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Upcoming Events

April 11 th
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April 14 th
Santa Barbara Island
Pacific Star

May 2 nd
Chamber Day / Evening

May 9 th
BWD Meeting

May 18 th
Catalina Island
Magician

Whoés Been Diving.

Jerry, Jacob and Janice went diving
at the Coronado Islands on the Lois
Ann. Sea lions everywhere! Along
the way back, ran into a HUGE pod
of dolphins.

Lance caught 7 lobster at Catalina
last month.

Ric, Cris, Bari, Sheree and Bill spent
a few days in Cozumel. Most of the
diving was drift diving and Ric did a

night dive

Be sure to pick up your FREE
copy of California Diving Newsat
the meeting. Compliments of
California Diving News.
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Cozumel

By Ric C. Ruhlman
St. Patrick started
to Denver to
wait to break from their winter cold and snow. We arrived to
warm breezes and multiple vans to schlep our gear to the
newly renovated Fiesta Americana Hotel. Although still recov-
ering from Hurricane Wilma, the surrounding greenery was
much more abundant than my previous visit last May.

6s Day

The hotel itself is fresh and clean although | would have to
say | could not tell if | was sleeping on a bed or the tile floor
itself (some nights, it
view of the Caribbean from my 7" floor vantage point where |
could check out the pool, restaurants and bar scene. Being
all inclusive, our wristbands gave us unlimited access to the
hotel ds food and bar servi
Santo Patty was well celebrated that night.

We were smatrt to dive in the afternoon the next day for our
first time in the water. Del Mar Aquatics came roaring in their
huge boat aptly named ABi g
board, there was still plenty of room for everyone to be com-
fortable. It was nice to put on the thin suit again and jump in
the 78 degree water.

Known for its drift diving, Cozumel has a northern current run-
usuall

ning around 2 knots. |Itds
turn around to try to go back to see something you just past
by. We hit all the good spots: Santa Rosa Wall, Paso Del
Cedral, La Francesa, Palancar Gardens / Deep, Columbia
Reef, Punta Sur and other locations. Still sandy from Wilma,
there is ample life coming back though. We saw Sea Turtles,
Morays Eels swimming in the wild, some good size groupers
and of course the indi

The Thursday afternoon dive gave us the biggest thrill with a
drift dive in swift current running about 31 4 knots. Everyone
sped along like superheros. | was able to cruise along in-
verted and face the oncoming reef which was a trip in itself,
unt il I had a gear failure

letter). We also did a really nice night dive on Paradise Reef.

Many Lobsters and crabs were out that night along with a
nice octopus.

There were a few B-day celebrated while there. Mine was a
pirate theme at the lower pool bar complete with hook, sword
and swashbuckler hat (rumors about a tiara are completely
unfounded) . And on our |
birthday complete with a pifiata hanging on the dive boat with
the most, um unique candies inside.

Get Your Free Raffle Tickets!

There are two ways you can get a free raffle ticket at the next
meeting!

Polo Shirt

1)Wear your Official Blue Water Diver's

(get one ticket every month you wear it)
2) Let us know it's your Birthday that Month.
(sorry...only one Birthday per year!)
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some excellent food. The harbor continues to recovering

so there were many cruise ships docked throughout the

week. The hotel had other amenities including a swim up

bar, pool basket ball and many folks were deeply involved

in Tequila Volleyball. The weather during the trip was

mostly mild and usually windy after the dives making it not

always so easy to warm up. | thought Bari was crazy for

brining her warm wind on the boat but would have paid

had

Of course there were many pictures and video taken so at
DVD of the fun is forthcoming!
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